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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

I, Robert E, Richards, am the attorney for the applicants in the above- 
identified application, and I hereby state the following: 

1. The invention disclosed in the above-identified application is directed to 
compositions and methods which are useful in the treatment of cancer, as specified in 
M.RE.P. § 708.02(X). 

2. The cancer-treating compositions and methods in this application are 
disclosed to function by, among other ways, inhibiting angiogenesis or the unwanted growth 
of blood vessels, especially in tumors. Angiogenesis has also been associated with a number 
of different types of cancer, including solid tumors and blood-bome tumors. 
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3. Unregulated angiogenesis occurs in many other diverse pathological 
disease states, which have been grouped together as angiogenic-dependent or angiogenic- 
associated diseases. 

4. This application also claims the treatment of a disease mediated by 
angiogenesis, namely, ocular neovascular disease. This disease is characterized by invasion 
of new blood vessels into the structures of the eye, such as the retina or cornea. 

5. The present application further discloses that the compositions and 
methods in this application that inhibit angiogenesis, are therefore useful for treating any of 
the angiogenic-dependent or angiogenic-associated diseases, including cancer and 
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